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Tuesday & Wednesday,
January 29 & 30, 2019
10:15 & 11:45 am
Atherton Auditorium, Stockton

Thursday, January 31, 2019
9:15 & 10:45 am
Hutchins Street Square, Lodi

Bates/Ward
America the Beautiful

Prokofiev
Selections from Romeo and
Juliet

Bernstein
Overture to Candide

Welcome from the
Maestro
Welcome! Are you ready for a
symphonic adventure? The great
Russian composer Sergei
Prokofiev loved Shakespeare’s
play Romeo and Juliet, and he
decided it would be an excellent
subject for a ballet. His incredible
music proved that he was right!
We hope you’ve become a little
familiar with Shakespeare’s play.
Now when you listen to Prokofiev’s
music you can hear the anger of the
two families, the innocent Juliet, the
excitement of a masked ball,
Romeo and Juliet falling in love, the
terrible duels between rivals, and

the sad ending when both Romeo
and Juliet die tragically.

produces. You can read here about the
composers and their pieces. Your
teacher also has a recording
of the music for our concerts.
Listen to it many times if you can.

We also hope you’ll join us in singing
one of our best national songs,
Music can stir our emotions in so
“America the Beautiful.” The words are
many ways. We’ll end with the
printed here, the music is on the
upbeat Overture to Candide by the
famous American composer Leonard recording, and we’re looking forward to
your participation.
Bernstein. His music is inspired by
Voltaire’s short novel, in which two
You are preparing for a special event
lovers overcome years of disasters
that requires you to be at your very
before deciding to marry.
best. We want you to be a great
audience member, because hearing
Whether the music is based on a
story or not, the amazing sounds we and seeing music performed by a live
hear every time we visit the Stockton orchestra is an unforgettable
experience. We’ll see you at the end of
Symphony spark our imagination.
Listen for the wonderful combinations January!
of instruments that a full orchestra

A conductor leads the group of
musicians who perform the music.

by Andrew

What’s the difference between a conductor and a composer?
A composer writes
the music.

Orchestra Seating Map

Peter Jaffe
Music Director and Conductor

= Strings
= Woodwinds
= Brass
= Percussion
= Keyboard*
*Piano is technically percussion
because its sound
is made by
hammers striking
strings when keys
are pressed.

For additional information: https://
stocktonsymphony.org/education/
steppin-out/
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Get ready to
SING WITH US!

Meet the Conductor

In the Know

Peter Jaffe—or
“Maestro (MY-stroh)
Jaffe,” as an
orchestra’s conductor
is sometimes called—
has been the music
director and conductor
of the Stockton
Symphony since 1995.
He also conducts the
Auburn Symphony and
the Folsom Lake Symphony. In addition to
conducting, he frequently arranges music
for orchestras, and he plays piano, violin,
and viola.

Aria Song in an opera
or operetta.
Ballet Theatrical
America the Beautiful
dance with music, costumes, and
scenery.
O beautiful for spacious skies,
Concertmaster Leader of the first
For amber waves of grain,
violins and assistant to the conFor purple mountain majesties
ductor; can be a woman or a man.
Above the fruited plain!
Concerto Piece of music for one
America! America!
or more solo instruments with
God shed his grace on thee
orchestral accompaniment.
And crown thy good with
Cello Large string instrument (see
brotherhood
Orchestra Seating Map).
From sea to shining sea!
English horn Woodwind (reed)
instrument (see Orchestra
Seating Map).
Words by Katharine Lee Bates Mr. Jaffe has conducted many orchestras
Melody by Samuel A. Ward
across the country. He received a Special
Fanfare A flourish or short tune
played on trumpets or other brass
Friend of Education award for his Steppin’
instruments (see Orchestra
Out concerts, as well as the Goodwill
Helping Hands award. He also received the Seating Map).
Stockton Arts Commission’s STAR Award— Flute Woodwind (metal)
instrument (see Orchestra
Stockton’s highest honor for anyone in the
Seating Map).
arts. Check out Maestro Jaffe at the
Maestro Title of respect, often for
Stockton Symphony’s Classics and Pops
a composer or conductor.
concerts—bring your parents and friends!

The Composers and Their Music

Sergei Prokofiev

Katharine Lee Bates

Selections from Romeo and Juliet

by Jane Vial Jaffe

(1859–1929)

Samuel A. Ward
(1847–1903)

America the Beautiful
American professor of English
Katharine Lee Bates first jotted down
the words of this poem in 1893 after
an excursion to Pike’s Peak in
Colorado. She said “All the wonder of
America seemed displayed” by the
view there. After the poem’s first
publication in 1895, she revised it for
other publications in 1904 and 1912.
Organist and choirmaster Samuel A.
Ward had written the melody for another
song in 1882, but it was later adapted to
fit her poem. The two were first
published together in 1910.
You’ll find the words for the first verse
above. We hope you’ll sing “America the
Beautiful” with us at the concert.

For words defined by pictures, see
Orchestra Seating Map, page 1.

Measure Unit of music between
two bar lines; also called a bar.
Movement Separate section
within a larger work.
Oboe Woodwind (reed) instrument
(see Orchestra Seating Map).
Opera Play that is sung
throughout with orchestral
accompaniment.
Operetta Play that is sung with
orchestral accompaniment but has
spoken dialogue between songs.
Overture Instrumental movement
that introduces an opera or other
dramatic vocal work or
instrumental suite.
Philharmonic Symphony or
orchestra.
Revival A new production of an
old show.
Symphony An orchestra; or a
large piece in several movements
for orchestra.
Tragedy Serious drama with a
sad ending; opposite of comedy.

(1891–1953)

Great Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev
received his first music lessons from his mother
who was an amateur pianist. At the age of nine
he composed his first opera, and all his life he
remained especially interested in composing
music for the theater—not only opera but ballet
and film music. He is also famous for his music
for the concert hall, such as symphonies,
concertos, and chamber music. A fine pianist, too, Prokofiev played with a fiery,
intense style. Many of his pieces show those qualities, but they also contain sweet,
lyrical music.
Prokofiev began to think about writing a ballet on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
in 1934. Unfortunately, contracts with two ballet companies fell through while he was
busy composing in 1935–36. Finally the ballet was staged in 1939 in what is now the
Czech Republic. Meanwhile, Prokofiev wanted people to get to know the music, so
he made two suites for orchestras to perform in the concert hall without the dancing.
(He later added a third suite.)
The story is a tragedy about Juliet, a Capulet, and Romeo, a Montague, who fall in
love even though their families are bitter enemies. Sadly, they both die before their
families make peace.
Today’s selections begin with The Montagues and the Capulets, a movement that
opens with clashing harmonies as the two families are warned not to fight anymore.
The music for the main section comes from a dance for the heavy-footed Capulet
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The Composer and Their Music, continued
knights. Its strongly accented long-short-longshort-long rhythms unfold in 4/4 time (four
beats to a measure). A gentler middle section
switches to 3/4 time (three beats to a
measure) as a solo flute portrays Juliet.
The Young Girl Juliet
shows Juliet’s varied
thoughts about her
upcoming arranged
marriage and about the
ball that evening. We hear
her nervous excitement,
elegant ball music, her
innocence as a young girl,
and quiet inside thoughts. All of these ideas
follow quickly, one after the other.
Masks depicts the stealthy
arrival of the masked Romeo,
Mercutio, and Benvolio at the
“enemy” ball in Act II. They are all
Montagues attending a Capulet ball.
The lovely music for Romeo
and Juliet contains the ballet’s
Balcony Scene and Love
Dance. Alone at first, Juliet
dreams of Romeo. He enters
to a passionate theme for
cello and English horn.
In great contrast, the Death of
Tybalt depicts the vigorous
duel between Tybalt and
Mercutio. The movement also
includes the fatal wounding of

Mercutio,
the duel
between
Romeo and
Tybalt, the
death of
Tybalt, and
the lead-in to
Tybalt’s funeral procession.
Today’s selections conclude with Romeo at the
Tomb of Juliet, taken from the final scene of
the ballet. Juliet’s funeral procession comes into
view, Romeo arrives, and he shows his anguish
on finding her “dead.” At this point, though, she
only seems dead because she took a potion
that makes her appear dead.
Pronunciation Guide
Sergei Prokofiev: SAIR-gay proh-KOFF-yev
ballet: ba (as in “bat”)-LAY
symphonies: SIM-foh-neez
concerto: con-CHAIR-toh
cello: CHEH-loh

Leonard Bernstein
(1918–1990)

Overture to Candide
Leonard Bernstein discovered
his great love for music at the
age of ten when his aunt gave
the family a piano. He went on
to become a brilliant pianist,
America’s most famous
conductor, and a great composer. He composed
music for Broadway shows and concert halls.

Bernstein held the important position of music
director of the New York Philharmonic for
many years. He became famous for his special
talks about the music before his concerts—a
new idea at the time—and gave televised
Young People’s Concerts. He also conducted
orchestras all over the world.
Candide is an operetta based on a famous
short novel by French author Voltaire. Bernstein
worked on the show for two years before it
finally opened in 1956. Unfortunately, the show
was not a hit. People blamed everything except
Bernstein’s memorable music. Candide finally
proved successful in revivals with new
dialogue but still with Bernstein’s great music.
The story revolves around
lovers Candide and
Cunegonde, who experience
disasters around the world
for many years. They finally
reunite in Venice and decide
to make the best of life.
The famous Overture is one of Bernstein’s
most-performed pieces. He begins with a
fanfare that returns several times in between
music composed just for the Overture and
some tunes from the show, including “Battle
Music,” “Oh Happy We,” and Cunegonde’s
dazzling aria “Glitter and Be Gay.”
Pronunciation Guide
Leonard Bernstein: LEH-nard BERN-stine
Candide: con-DEED
Philharmonic: fill-har-MAH-nick
aria: AH-ree-uh

Being a Good Listener
Attending a Steppin’ Out performance is very exciting! To be a great audience member, just follow these guidelines:

When do I applaud?
1. When the concertmaster walks on stage.
The concertmaster, who can be a woman or a man, is the first
violinist and will come out to tune the orchestra. Welcome this
musician to the stage by applauding. The whole orchestra will tune
to the note “A,” starting with the oboe.
2. When Maestro Jaffe walks on stage.
Maestro Jaffe is the conductor who will be leading the orchestra.
Welcome him with applause as he takes his place on the podium
and bows.
3. When the music is over and Maestro Jaffe puts down his arms.
Sometimes when the orchestra stops, the piece isn’t really over.
You will know for sure when the conductor puts down his arms.

When am I quiet?
1. While the orchestra tunes.
It is important to be quiet so that the players can hear
one another.
2. When Maestro Jaffe turns around to face the
orchestra.
This means they are about to start the first piece.
3. After the applause is over.
The audience should become quiet again right away so the
orchestra can begin the next piece.

That’s all you need to know! And just remember to have fun!
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Activities and Your Letters
Matching

Characters and Scenes in Music
What kind of music would you write for these characters and scenes?
Fast? Slow? Soft? Loud? Smooth? Jagged? Light? Heavy?

Draw a line from each word to its picture.
Thank you to our audience members for these drawings!

What instruments would you use? For more ideas about instruments,
check out the orchestra map on page 1.
by Vince

Romeo =

Masked ball =

Juliet =

Balcony scene =

Tybalt =

Juliet’s tomb =

Yourself =

Somewhere across the ocean =

cello
French horn
conductor
gong (or tam-tam)
flute
timpani

by Michelle

by Patricia

by Michael
by Zihao

Steppin’ Out Word Search

by Elektra

We Love to Hear from You!

Circle the words from the word bank in the grid.
They may appear horizontally, vertically, or diagonally,
and they may appear backwards.

Let us know your thoughts about the concert.
You can send your letters and pictures to:
Stockton Symphony
Or email us by visiting
4269 Quail Lakes Dr.
our website at
Stockton, CA 95207
stocktonsymphony.org.
Excerpts we loved from some of your letters:
Your symphony is very great,
fantastic at playing music. A+++
for them! I’ve never seen such
big instruments. I love your
playing. Do you have any role
for kids that play music?
—Lissette
The ABA thing was really cool.
A started with cello. B started
with one violin. B started with a
bass in disguise. . . . I was so
excited when it first started. You
guys brightened up my day.
—Garrett

Shakespeare

Word Bank

For more fun, look back through your Steppin’ Out Times
and circle these words where they appear in the articles.

Voltaire

I learned about different artists
in the old days. I also learned to
be a good listener. Maestro
Jaffe was the best. . . . I’ll ask
my mom if I can come to the
next concert. Yes I’ll tell her to
be on her best behavior.
—Sahidi
It’s so cool how all the people
stayed together in the music.
—Alysea
Was the French horn made
from France?
—Cameron

